“Shooting an Elephant” Essay Topics

English 12

Choose one of the following topics and respond in a formal literary essay of approximately 300-350 words (see literary writing standards for specific requirements of literary writing).

1. How is Orwell’s “Shooting an Elephant” both a personal and a political essay?  Explain, using examples.

2. How does Orwell’s use of description contribute to the tone (i.e. author’s attitude towards the subject matter) of the essay?  Explain, using examples.

3. Orwell deals with a couple of dilemmas in this essay.  What are they, and what is the significance of each?
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